Housing questions for Master Plan workshop

1. Currently, multiple family dwellings (apartments) are not allowed in Downtown
Pentwater unless there is one or more commercial uses on the first floor of an
apartment building.

a. Should Downtown Pentwater accommodate apartment buildings?

b. If so, should apartment buildings be limited to seniors?

c. If not, should apartment buildings be designed with young people in mind, i.e.,
less than 600 sq. ft. in area?

d. Should buildings in Downtown Pentwater be limited to 35 feet in height as they
are today? Should the number of stories be limited in Downtown Pentwater, i.e.,
3 stories, 4 stories or 5 stories?

e. Other suggestions?

2. The Village of Pentwater has two apartment complexes, and the Township has one.
Should there be more choices for a greater density of housing?
a. Do you favor townhouses - a dwelling unit with at least two floors — living on
main floor and bedrooms above?
b. Or would you prefer apartments - a dwelling all on one floor, but many units or
dwellings in two or more stories?
c. Other ldeas?

3. The smallest single family lot size allowed in the Village of Pentwater and Pentwater
Township is 8,000 sq. ft. or approximately 66 feet wide by 125 feet.

a. Should the minimum size of single-family lot be smaller? If so, what should the
minimum lot size be?

b. Should duplexes (two-family buildings) be allowed on 8,000 sq. ft. lots or smaller
lots (15000 sq. ft. is required today)?

c. Should quadplexes (up to 4 dwelling units per building) be allowed on 8,000 sq.
ft. lots?

d. Should parking for these units be required to be off the street or allowed to be
on the street?

e. Other comments?
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4. A newer trend in housing is the “tiny home” (400 sq. ft. or less) either a permanent
structure on a foundation or on a trailer with wheels.

a.

Are you in favor of allowing tiny homes, houses less than 400 sq. ft. adjacent to
where you live?

If allowed, should tiny homes with wheels (like RVs) be confined to a tiny home
community that is designed like an RV park?

Other comments on tiny homes?

5. What are your thoughts on Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) small dwelling in the
backyards of single-family homes such as converted garages or new buildings?

a.

b.
C.
d

Should ADUs be allowed by right like sheds and detached garages?

If not, should they be regulated where special permission is required?
If not, should they be prohibited as they are today?

Other comments on ADUs

6. Recently, the Village placed a cap (at 67) and moratorium on any new short-term (often
weekly) rentals (STRs), and only requires registration of the rental. The Township has no
cap or regulations on STRs. Do you favor regulations on the short-term (less than 28
days) rental of single-family homes in the Village and/or the Township?

a.

If so, what problems are created by allowing unregulated short-term rentals that
should be addressed?

. If not, what benefits do short-term rentals present to the Pentwater Community

that would be hindered by regulations?

Should any short-term regulations include required building inspections in favor
of public safety?

. Other thoughts?
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