
 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE VILLAGE COUNCIL 
MINUTES 

DECEMBER 09, 2024 
Park Place – 310 North Rush Street 

 
1.  CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
President Mary Marshall called the regular meeting of the Pentwater Village Council to order 
at 6:00 P.M. from the Park Place Meeting Center. 
 
2.  ROLL CALL 
Present: Jared Griffis, Kathy O’Connor, Don Palmer, Karl Schrumpf and Mary Marshall.  
Absent: Dave Bluhm and Dan Nugent.  
 
Also present were Village Manager Rachel Witherspoon, Clerk/Treasurer Rande Listerman, Police 
Chief Laude Hartrum, Zoning Administrator/Rec Director Kate Anderson, and Deputy 
Clerk/Treasurer Michelle Bieri. 
 
3.  PUBLIC COMMENTS – On the agenda – None.  
 
4.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
President Marshall requested an approval of the agenda. Motion by Griffis, supported by Palmer, to 
approve the agenda as presented. 
Voice vote: Yes: 5. No: 0. Absent: 2. Motion approved   5 - 0. 
  
5.  CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Approval of minutes: Regular Council Meeting November 18th and Committee of the Whole 
November 25, 2024. 
 

B. Village Disbursements: Accounts Payable: $121,294.65, Payroll: $102,171.67 
 

 
C.  Fire Department Disbursements:  Accounts Payable: $4,610.91. Payroll $345.50. 

 
D.  Commission & Board Reports: Planning Commission.  

 
       E.  Requests for Village Property use:  None.  
 

Motion by Griffis, supported by O’Connor, to approve the consent agenda items as  
presented. 
Roll Call Vote: Yes: Frame, Griffis, O’Connor, Palmer, Schrumpf and Marshall. 
No: 0. Absent: Bluhm and Nugent.  Motion approved:  5 - 0. 

 
 6.  CORRESPONDENCE-None.  
 Correspondence directed to the Village Clerk will be received, filed, and emailed to the Village Council. 
 
 
 
 



 

 
  Reports are in the meeting packet and are available at  www.pentwatervillage.org. 
  7.  TREASURER’S REPORTS 
  Motion by Palmer, supported by Schrumpf, to receive the Treasurer’s report as presented.   
  Roll Call Vote: Yes: Griffis, O’Connor, Palmer, Schrumpf and Marshall. 
  No: 0. Absent: 2. Bluhm and Nugent.  Motion approved  5 - 0.  

 
  8.  DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
  Motion by Palmer, supported by Griffis, to receive the Department reports as presented.   
  Voice Vote: Yes: 5.  No: 0. Absent: 2.  Motion approved  5 - 0.  
 
  9.  COMMITTEE REPORTS – None. 
 
10.  PUBLIC HEARING – None. 

 
11.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS – None. 
 
12.  NEW BUSINESS 

A. Fee Schedule for Right-A-Way Permit. 
Motion by Palmer, supported by O’Connor to approve the Fee Schedule for the Right-A-
Way permits. 
Roll Call Vote: Yes: 5. Griffis, O’Connor, Palmer, Schrumpf and Marshall. 
No: 0. Absent:2.  Bluhm and Nugent.  Motion approved   5 - 0.  

 
        B.  Audit Contract Extension 2025-2028. 

Motion by O’Connor supported by Palmer to approve the 2025-2028 Gabridge & Co. Audit  
Contract Extension.   
Roll Call Vote: Yes: 5. Griffis, Nugent, O’Connor, Palmer, Schrumpf and Marshall. 
No: 0. Absent: 2. Bluhm and Nugent.  Motion approved   5 - 0.  

 
       C.  Approval of transferring the funds from the Marina to the General Fund.  

Motion by Griffis, supported by O’Connor, to approve the transfer of $33,069.00 from the 
Marina Fund back to the General Fund from the transfer in July 2019. 
Roll Call Vote: Yes: Griffis, O’Connor, Palmer, Schrumpf and Marshall.  
No: 0. Absent: 2. Bluhm and Nugent.  Motion approved   5 - 0.  

 
13. PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
 Sue Johnson, 318 E Hanover St. - anticipated the Mary Jo Todd issue on the agenda tonight. I  
 I hope the Council finds a better way for the public to listen remotely to the meetings.  
 
 Ken Pryor, 789 E. Lake St., wanted to update the Council that he has sought advice on a zoning  
 appeal from an attorney. He would rather the Council or the Zoning Administrator revoke the  
 permit at 801 E. Lake St. based on the preponderance of evidence provided to the Council.  
 
 Chris Conroy, 560 S. Hancock St., unit 21- a letter-writing campaign is beginning for funding the  
 dredging of  the Channel in the spring, if you contact Chris, a sample letter for the public and a  
 

http://www.pentwatervillage.org/


 

 
list of Representatives to whom you can send the letter will be available. Also, if you do not have 
access to high-speed internet, contact the FCC.  
 
Amy LaBarge, 605 E Lake St. (via Zoom): Thank you for planning to broadcast the “Committee of 
the Whole” meetings in the future.  
 
14. COUNCIL COMMENTS: 
President Marshall complimented the DDA Board on Christmas in the Village. This weekend, she 
had guests in town who shared that the atmosphere was like a Hallmark movie. We will begin 
broadcasting the “Committee of the Whole” meetings for the public in January. Tomorrow is the 
1st Positively Pentwater Luncheon. The focus will be “community”.  
 
Trustee Palmer asked when the Council committees will be assigned.  
 
 President Marshall hopes to have a draft of the committees to the Council Trustees by the     
 January meeting.  

 
 15. MANAGER’S COMMENTS 
Manager Rachel Witherspoon shared that we are working on broadcasting the Committee of the    
Whole meeting. The DPW will continue to pick up leaves this week, weather-dependent. The  
storm drain collapsed at the Village Marina. Hallack will handle the repair. Frontier has been  
notified to fix the wires at Lowell St. and Plymouth St. The information for the letter-writing  
campaign will be on the Village website.  
 
Trustee Palmer asked about the message board. 
 
Manager Witherspoon, it needs to be repaired.  
 

 16. CLOSED SESSION – None.  
 
 17. ADJOURNMENT 

President Mary Marshall adjourned the meeting at 6:28 P.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted,   
  
 
                                                                                                                                                                       
Rande Listerman, MiCPT, CPFA, CPFIM, MiPMC   Date 
Clerk/Treasurer                                                  


