
 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE VILLAGE COUNCIL 
MINUTES 

OCTOBER 21, 2024 
Park Place – 310 North Rush Street 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

President Jeff Hodges called the regular meeting of the Pentwater Village Council to  
 order at 6:00 P.M. from Park Place Meeting Center. 

 
II. ROLL CALL 

Present: Dave Bluhm, Phil Frame, Jared Griffis, Dan Nugent, Kathy O’Connor, Don Palmer, 
and Jeff Hodges.  Absent: None. 

 
III. PUBLIC COMMENTS – On the agenda 

Chris Conroy, 560 S Hancock St., unit 21, thanked Interim Manager Steve Brock for all that 
he contributed to the community. He often rode his bicycle, greeted the residents, and 
was always willing to hear their concerns. I hope the council will ask Steve if he has anything 
to share before he finishes his time with us.   
 

IV. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
President Hodges requested approval of the agenda. Motion by Palmer, supported by 
O’Connor, to approve the agenda as presented. 
Voice vote: Yes: 7. No: 0. Absent: 0. Motion approved  7 - 0. 

  
V. CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Approval of minutes:  September 9, 2024; Special Council Meeting – September 23, 2024. 
 
 

B. Disbursements Village: Accounts Payable:  $1,083,760.74, Payroll: $99,853.36. 
 

C. Disbursements from the Township: Fire Department - Accounts Payable: $32,271.98. 
Payroll $54,476.84. 

 
D. Commission & Board Reports: Planning Commission, DDA, and Parks & Rec Board. Zoning 

Board of Appeals.  
 
       E. Requests for Village Property use: 
             None.  

 
Motion by Griffis, supported by Palmer, to approve the consent agenda items  
as presented with one addition to the September 23, 2024, minutes to include any  
additional attendees in the motion to authorize going into the closed session. 
Roll Call Vote: Yes: Bluhm, Frame, Griffis, Nugent, O’Connor, Palmer, and Hodges. 
No: 0. Absent: 0.  Motion approved:  7 - 0. 

 
VI. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

A. Comments from the President: 



 

President Hodges thanked Steve Brock for his leadership as the Interim Manager for the 
last five months. He also thanked Renee VanNortwick for her service to the Village and 
wished her well in Ludington. Jeff acknowledged that John Bartlett tendered his 
resignation from the village and wished him well in his next position.  

1. Proclamation for Citizen of the Year – Doug Bacon. 
 
VII. CORRESPONDENCE 

o Correspondence directed to the Village Clerk will be received, filed, and emailed to the Village  
Council. 

None. 
 

VIII. VILLAGE DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
Reports are in the meeting packet and posted on www.pentwatervillage.org.  
A. Village Manager – Report submitted in writing.  

 
B. Clerk/Treasurer – Report submitted in writing. 

 
Motion by Palmer, supported by O’Connor to receive the September 2024 financials 
as presented. 
Roll Call Vote: Yes: Bluhm, Frame, Griffis, Nugent, O’Connor, Palmer, and Hodges. 
No: 0. Absent: 0.  Motion approved    7 - 0.  

 
C. Police Chief - Report submitted in writing. 

 
D. Fire Chief - Report submitted in writing. 

 
E. Zoning Administrator - Report submitted in writing. 

 
F. Rec Director - Report submitted in writing. 

 
G. Park Place - Report submitted in writing. 

 
IX. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. Buildings & Grounds – No meeting, no report. 
 

B. Finances - No meeting, no reports.  
 

C. Ordinances - No meeting, no report. 
 

D. Personnel – Minutes submitted in writing.  
 

E. Planning/Economic Development - No meeting, no report. 
 

F. Service – No meeting, no report. 
 
X. PUBLIC HEARING 

A. None.  
 



 

XI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
         A.  None.  

 
XII. NEW BUSINESS 
         A.  2023-2024 Audit Review. 

Motion by Griffis, supported by Bluhm to approve the 2023-2024 audit as presented by 
Gabridge & Company.  

 
Roll Call Vote: Yes: Bluhm, Frame, Griffis, Nugent, O’Connor, Palmer, and Hodges. 
No: 0. Absent: 0.  Motion approved  7 - 0.  

 
B.  MERS 457 Plan. 
Motion by  Frame, supported by O’Connor, to approve Resolution No. 2024-10-27 MERS  
Uniform Supplemental Retirement Program.    
 

Roll Call Vote: Yes: Bluhm, Frame, Griffis, Nugent, O’Connor, Palmer, and Hodges. 
No: 0. Absent: 0.  Motion approved   7 - 0.  
 

Motion by  Frame, supported by O’Connor, to approve Resolution No. 2024-10-28  
Establishing Authorized Signatories for MERS Contracts and Service Credit Purchase  
Approvals Uniform Supplemental Retirement Program.   
  

 Roll Call Vote: Yes: Bluhm, Frame, Griffis, Nugent, O’Connor, Palmer, and Hodges. 
No: 0. Absent: 0.  Motion approved   7 - 0.  
 
Motion by  Frame, supported by O’Connor, to adopt and administer the MERS 457  
Plan Program. 
 

  Roll Call Vote: Yes: Bluhm, Frame, Griffis, Nugent, O’Connor, Palmer, and Hodges. 
No: 0. Absent: 0.  Motion approved   7 - 0.  

 
C.  Double Haul Solutions – Transition period with Steve Brock for Rachel Witherspoon.  
Motion by Bluhm, supported by Frame, to approve  the second contract amendment with  
Double Haul Solutions for 20 hours of transition service in the amount of $1700 provided by  
the former Interim Manager Steve Brock for Manager Rachel Witherspoon.  
 

             Roll Call Vote: Yes: Bluhm, Frame, Griffis, Nugent, O’Connor, Palmer voiced his  
concerns at the Personnel Committee meeting), and Hodges. 

             No: 0. Absent: 0.  Motion approved  7  - 0.  
 

D.   Resolution No. 2024-10-25 2024A Capital Improvement Bonds Limited Tax GO.  
Motion by Palmer supported by Frame to approve  Resolution No. 2024-10-25 2024A Capital 
Improvement Bonds Limited Tax General Obligation.  

 
Roll Call Vote: Yes: Bluhm, Frame, Griffis, Nugent, O’Connor, Palmer, and Hodges. 
No: 0. Absent: 0.  Motion approved  7 - 0.  

 
 
 



 

 
E.  Zoning Amendment - 118 E. Lake Rd. 

Motion by Palmer, supported by Griffis to approve  Ordinance No. 2 of 2024 amending the 
official Zoning Map of the Village of Pentwater which rezones Parcel No. 64-044-600-133-00 
from C-3 Central Business District to R-2    Single Family Residential District.  

 
Roll Call Vote: Yes: Bluhm, Frame, Griffis, Nugent, O’Connor, Palmer, and Hodges. 
No: 0. Absent: 0.  Motion approved   7 - 0.  

 
F. Appointment of Street Administrator – Rachel Witherspoon.  

Motion by Griffis, supported by Nugent, to approve the appointment of Village Manager 
Rachel Witherspoon as the Street Administrator.    

 
Roll Call Vote: Yes: Bluhm, Frame, Griffis, Nugent, O’Connor, Palmer, and Hodges. 
No: 0. Absent: 0.  Motion approved   7 - 0.  

 
G. Resolution No. 2024-10-26 DWSRF Grant – Change Authorized Signer.  

Motion by Palmer, supported by Nugent, to approve Resolution No. 2024-10-26 DWSRF 
Grant – Change Authorized Signer to Village Manager Rachel Witherspoon.  

 
Roll Call Vote: Yes: Bluhm, Frame, Griffis, Nugent, O’Connor, Palmer, and Hodges. 
No: 0. Absent: 0.  Motion approved  7 - 0.  

 
H. Petal Project. 

Motion by Bluhm, supported by O’Connor to approve the 2024 Planting Zone Map presented 
for the Petal Project. 
 
Roll Call Vote: Yes: Bluhm, Frame, Griffis, Nugent, O’Connor, Palmer, and Hodges. 
No: 0. Absent: 0.  Motion approved  7  - 0.  

 
I. Set Hours for Halloween Trick or Treat. 

Motion by Palmer, supported by Nugent, to approve the hours for Halloween trick-or-
treating on October 31st from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

 
Roll Call Vote: Yes: Bluhm, Frame, Griffis, Nugent, O’Connor, Palmer, and Hodges. 
No: 0. Absent: 0.  Motion approved   7 - 0.  

 
J. New Year’s Eve Fireworks Permit. 

Motion by Palmer, supported by Nugent, to approve a Fireworks permit for the New Year's 
Eve display at the Village Marina.  
 
Roll Call Vote: Yes: Bluhm, Frame, Griffis, Nugent, O’Connor, Palmer, and Hodges. 
No: 0. Absent:0 .  Motion approved  7 - 0.  

 
XIII. PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

Ryan Williams, 540 Hancock St., thanked the board for its support of the Petal Project. 
Donations to the Downtown Development Authority are still being accepted at the village 
offices. The first phase of planting is Friday, October 25th, between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m.  
 



 

 
Dean Gustafson, 410 S. Chester – reminded the council to review the audit and the assets 
and liabilities.  
 
Valerie McHugh, 163 Green St. – the Library Annual Spooktacular will be held on October 
31st from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm. 
 
Ken Pryor, 789 E Lake St. – wanted to bring to the attention of the Village Council what he 
believes is a zoning violation at 801 E. Lake Street with respects to misinformation being 
given to the Zoning Official and the Planning Commission to obtain a permit to make 
improvements to the boat house roof. A deck along with railings and stairway has been 
added to the structure.  Ken will supply all the documents he has accumulated to the 
Village Clerk/Treasurer to be sent to the council.  
 
Chris Conroy, 560 N. Hancock St., Unit 21- remind everyone on the ballot in November is 
the proposal for the increase in the millage for the Fire Department and Pentwater 
Community School.  
 
Ron Christian, 87 Sands St. – he is looking forward to seeing the action of the Department 
of Public Works staff picking up the fall leaves.  

 
XIV. COUNCIL COMMENTS: 

Trustee Dave Bluhm stated he will be absent on December 9th at the Village Council 
meeting. 
 
President Hodges placed the council meeting at Ease. 7:05 p.m. 

 
XV. CLOSED SESSION 

A.  Discuss a memorandum of advice as permitted under section 8(h) of the OMA  from the  
Village Attorney. 
 
Closed Session No. 1 
Motion Frame, supported by Nugent, to approve going into Closed Session No. 1 to speak 
with the Village Attorney Brian Monton regarding a memorandum of advice permitted under 
section 8(h) of the OMA included in the meeting Attorney Brian Monton, Interim Village 
Manager Steve Brock, Village Manager Rachel Witherspoon and Clerk/Treasurer Rande 
Listerman.  
 
 Roll Call Vote: Yes: Bluhm, Frame, Griffis, Nugent, O’Connor, Palmer, and Hodges. 
 No: 0. Absent: 0.  Motion approved  7 - 0.  

 
 

Closed Session No. 1 opened at 7:12 P.M. 
Roll Call Vote:  
Present: Dave Bluhm, Phil Frame, Jared Griffis, Dan Nugent, Kathy O’Connor, Don Palmer, 
and Jeff Hodges.  Absent: None. 
 
Discussion was held.  

 



 

Motion by Palmer, supported by Griffis, to adjourn session No. 1 at 8:00 p.m. 
Roll Call Vote: Yes: Bluhm, Frame, Griffis, Nugent, O’Connor, Palmer, and Hodges. 
No: 0. Absent: 0.  Motion approved   7 - 0.  
 
Motion to go into Closed Session No. 2. 
Motion Palmer, supported by Nugent, to approve going into Closed Session No. 2  to speak 
with the Village Attorney Brian Monton regarding a memorandum of advice permitted under 
section 8(h) of the OMA included in the meeting Attorney Brian Monton, Interim Village 
Manager Steve Brock, Village Manager Rachel Witherspoon and Clerk/Treasurer Rande 
Listerman.  
 
Closed Session No. 2 opened at 8:01 p.m. 

  Roll Call Vote: Yes: Bluhm, Frame, Griffis, Nugent, O’Connor, Palmer, and Hodges. 
  No: 0. Absent: 0.  Motion approved  7 - 0.  
 

Discussion was held.  
 

Motion by Palmer, supported by Griffis, to adjourn session No. 2 at 8:30 p.m. 
Roll Call Vote: Yes: Bluhm, Frame, Griffis, Nugent, O’Connor, Palmer, and Hodges. 
No: 0. Absent: 0.  Motion approved   7 - 0.  

 
 Closed Session No. 3 

Motion Bluhm, supported by Frame, to approve going into Closed Session No. 3  to speak 
with the Village Attorney Brian Monton regarding a memorandum of advice permitted under 
section 8(h) of the OMA included in the meeting Attorney Brian Monton, Interim Village 
Manager Steve Brock, Village Manager Rachel Witherspoon and Clerk/Treasurer Rande 
Listerman.  
 
Closed Session No. 3 opened at 8:31 p.m. 

  Roll Call Vote: Yes: Bluhm, Frame, Griffis, Nugent, O’Connor, Palmer, and Hodges. 
  No: 0. Absent: 0.  Motion approved  7 - 0.  
 

Discussion was held.  
 

Motion by Frame, supported by Bruhm, to adjourn session No. 3 at 8:44 p.m. 
Roll Call Vote: Yes: Bluhm, Frame, Griffis, Nugent, O’Connor, Palmer, and Hodges. 
No: 0. Absent: 0.  Motion approved   7 - 0.  

 
XVI. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Frame, supported by O’Connor, to adjourn the meeting at 8:53 P.M. 
      President Jeff Hodges adjourned the meeting at 8:53 P.M. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Respectfully submitted,   
  
 
                                                                                                                                                                       
Rande Listerman, MiCPT, CPFA, CPFIM, MiPMC   Date 
Clerk/Treasurer                                                                           


