Village of Pentwater

65 S Hancock St., PO Box 622 Pentwater, Michigan 49449
(231) 869-8301 Website: www.pentwatervillage.org

Regular Meeting of Village Council
June 12,2023
Park Place
310 North Rush Street

I. CALL TO ORDER
President Jeff Hodges called the regular meeting of the Pentwater Village Council to order at
6:00 P.M. from Park Place Meeting Center at 310 North Rush Street.

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

III. ROLL CALL
Present: Dave Bluhm, Jared Griffis, Dan Nugent, Kathy O’Connor, Don Palmer and Jeff Hodges.
Absent: Michelle Angell-Powell.

Also, present: Village Manager Chris Brown, Clerk/Treasurer Rande Listerman, Police Chief
Laude Hartrum & Zoning Administrator/Rec Director Kate Anderson & Deputy Clerk/Treasurer
Renee VanNortwick.

IV. PUBLIC COMMENTS - On the agenda

Jilly Barnes, 8347 N. Oceana Dr. - As a full time, Artist in Pentwater, [ was both disappointed and
surprised to see the Sign “BE HERE NOW” on our Village Green. According to the Arts Council’s
call for entry the sculpture should reflect our village as a lakeside community, known by sailors,
boating, camping, beach going... Home of the Charles Mears State Park. BE HERE NOW does not
reflect any of that. BE HERE NOW is a Movement from 1971 book by RAM DAS. It is a spiritual
movement. An Arts Council board member told me that the sculptures could not be political
religious or a movement. Be here now has a QR code on the side of it that leads to Mathew
Hoffmans Website. There you can purchase stickers etc. From his own website he refers to his
work as a sign. | showed a photo of one at a park that states “ A motivational sign in a grassy
field is nice and all, but it is not going to do the hard work for you. That’s up to you. He calls his
work motivational signs. The Arts Council rules of entry also states all artwork must be
original and executed by the Applicant. This piece is a manufactured sign.

We have several artists in our community of Pentwater that agree this is not art but a sign.
Frank Galante, Karen Atrium, Laura Muirhead, Michelle Anscombe and myself.

We all have Art degrees and are making a living as artists. We agree this is a sign, not a
sculpture, and should be removed. In 1837, a folktale was written by Hans Christian Anderson.
The emperor’s new clothes. I'm sorry I will not go along; I am not ignorant. I see a sign and |
will speak up. This is not the aesthetics of the vision of our Village. A board member of the
Arts Council stated, “Art is supposed to get people talking, it's doing its job. "Well, if | come into
my gallery and a dog pooped on the sidewalk, people are talking, and the dog did not leave a
sculpture behind.
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Laura Muirhead - 424 Cory Circle - agrees with everything Jilly stated and the sign does not
meet the guidelines established by the Art Council.

John Brooks, 660 N. Wythe St. — also concerned about the art in the community. It needs to
reflect why people come to Pentwater.

Norm Shotwell, 474 E 1st St. - is interested in the discussion on the two millages going up this
year.

V. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

President Hodges requested an approval of the agenda. Motion by Palmer, supported by Griffis
to approve the agenda as presented with one addition under New Business, Item H. Budget
Amendment General Fund Parks.

Voice Vote: 6 Yes: No: 0. Absent: 1. Motion approved 6 - 0.

VI. CONSENT AGENDA

A. Approval of Minutes: Regular Council Meeting on May 8th and Special Council Meeting on
May 22, 2023.

Disbursements Village: Accounts Payable - $191,205.18; Payroll - $89,302.14.
Disbursements from Township: Fire Department - $156,480.82.

Commission & Board Reports: Planning Commission and City Feasibility Study.

Mmoo 0w

Requests for Village Property use:

1. Marina Gazebo, Sheri Pangerl, Wednesday, June 14th, 9A.M.- 3P.M. - Wedding.
2. Marina Gazebo, Amanda Jagniecki, June 21st, 5:30P.M.- 9P.M. - Yoga & Potluck.
3. At the Corner of Hancock St., Marine Corps July 1st 8:00A.M. - 1P.M. - Rose Sale

Motion by Palmer, supported by O’Connor to approve the consent agenda items as
presented.

Roll Call Vote: Yes: Bluhm, Griffis, Nugent, Ressel-Hodan, Palmer and Hodges.

No: 0. Absent: 1. Consent agenda approved 6 - 0.

VII. ANNOUNCEMENTS
A. Comments from the President.
1. Proclamation for Ludington 150t Birthday.- President Hodges read the Proclamation for
the City of Ludington 150t Birthday.
Motion by Griffis, supported by Nugent to approve the Proclamation for the City of
Ludington 150th Sesquicentennial.
2. The Village Council sends our condolences to the family of Dwane Verna.

VIII. CORRESPONDENCE
o All correspondence directed to the Village Clerk is received and filed and emailed on to the Village Council.

The following citizens sent correspondence to the Village Clerk for the Village Council.
1. Thomas M Marriot, President Oceana Beach Assoc. 2. Pentwater Sportfishing Assoc.
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IX. VILLAGE DEPARTMENT REPORTS
Reports are in the meeting packet and posted on www.pentwatervillage.org.
A. Village Manager - Report submitted in writing.

B. Clerk/Treasurer - Report submitted in writing.
Motion by Griffis supported by Bluhm to receive the June 2023 financials as presented.
Roll Call Vote: Yes: Bluhm, Griffis, Nugent, Ressel-Hodan, Palmer and Hodges.
No: 0. ABSENT: 1. Motion approved 6 - 0.

C. Police Chief - Report submitted in writing,.

D. Fire Chief - Report submitted in writing.

E. Zoning Administrator — Report submitted in writing.
F. Rec Director - Report submitted in writing.

X. COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. Building & Grounds - Minutes submitted in writing.

B. Finances - Minutes submitted in writing.
Motion by Griffis, supported by Palmer to approve Resolution No. 2023-06-15 2023
Millage Rates.
Roll Call Vote: Yes: Bluhm, Griffis, Nugent, Ressel-Hodan, Palmer and Hodges.
No: 0. ABSENT: 1. Motion approved 6 - 0.

C. Ordinances - No meeting, no report.
D. Personnel - No meeting, no report.
E. Planning/Economic Development - No meeting, no report.
F. Services - Minutes submitted in writing.
Meeting at ease 6:46 P.M.

XI. PUBLIC HEARING
2023 Truth in Taxation Hearing.
Open the hearing at 6:46 P.M.
No comments.
Closed the hearing at 6:47 P.M.

XII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A. Utility Agreement for Township North.
The documents have been submitted to Pentwater Township. This item will be removed
from Unfinished Business.
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B. Social District.
Motion by Bluhm, supported by O’Connor to set a Public Hearing for Social District on July

10,2023, at 6:30 P.M. at Park Place Meeting Center.

Roll Call Vote: Yes: Bluhm, Griffis, Nugent, Ressel-Hodan, Palmer and Hodges.
No: 0. ABSENT: 1. Motion approved 6 - 0.

C. 326 S. Hancock St.
The Building and Grounds committee has not met yet regarding the bid guidelines.

XIII. NEW BUSINESS

A. Master Plan.
The Master Plan was received by the Village Council for review and comment at the July

10, 2023 Council Meeting.

B. Planning Commission Appointments.
Postponed until July.

C. DDA Appointment.
Postponed until July.

D. Sewer Credit - 863 E. Park St. & 136 E. Park St.
Motion by Palmer, supported by Bluhm to approve the Sewer Credit for Raymond
Hasil at 863 E. Park St. in the amount of $1,664.52 and the Sewer Credit for Bonnie Allor at

136 E. Park St. in the amount of $176.50.

Roll Call Vote: Yes: Bluhm, Griffis, Nugent, Ressel-Hodan, Palmer and Hodges.
No: 0. Absent: 1. Motion approved 6 - 0.

E. Resolution No. 2023-06-16 Township Sewer Budget Amendment.
Motion by Palmer, supported by Griffis to approve Resolution No. 2023-06-16,
Township Sewer Budget Amendment as presented.

Roll Call Vote: Yes: Bluhm, Griffis, Nugent, Ressel-Hodan, Palmer and Hodges.
No: 0. Absent: 1. Motion approved 6 - 0.

F. Public Art.
Village Manager Chris Brown reminded the Council that they granted the Art Council a 3-

year agreement to host the Sculpture Walk.
President Hodges asked the council members how they would like to move forward.
The consensus from the Trustees was for President Hodges to meet with the Art Council so

action can be taken before the next council meeting.
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G. Rap Grant - 3rd Street Village View.
Motion by Palmer, supported by O’Connor to approve the Village Manager applying for the
Rap Grant for the 3rd Street Village View .

Roll Call Vote: Yes: Bluhm, Griffis, Nugent, Ressel-Hodan, Palmer and Hodges.
No: 0. Absent: 1. Motion approved 6 - 0.

H. Budget Amendment for Pickleball Courts.

Motion by Palmer, supported by Griffis to approve the budget amendment for Capital Outlay
GL# 101-756-970 in the amount up to $75,000.

Roll Call Vote: Yes: Bluhm, Griffis, Nugent, Ressel-Hodan, Palmer and Hodges.

No: 0. Absent: 1. Motion approved 6 - 0.

XIV. PUBLIC COMMENTS:

Jilly Barnes, 8347 Oceana Dr. - 1 know there was a meeting between Chris Brown and the Art
Council, and the sculpture was going to be swapped out and now you say you have not had a
meeting with them. It is a sign. Do we not have a sign ordinance? It is not art. The council
agreed to an art sculpture walk. The artist refers to his pieces as motivational signs. | have a list
of people from the community that agree this is a sign and want to know why this is on the
Village Green.

Frank Galante 270 Sands St. - 1 feel the same way as Jilly. This is not art. When the message
becomes the central idea, it is not art anymore, it is social commentary. [ am disappointed in the
committee that chose the works. [ am concerned, during the garage sales I walked into
someone’s garage, and they had a bunch of semi-automatic for sale. It comes as no surprise to
me that as a society people get offed left and right by these things.

Laura Muirhead 204 Corey Circle - I understand the village council gave approval to the Art
Council to have a sculpture walk. I can’t imagine they have cart blanche. I believe there should
be oversight.

Joan Lundborg, 250 S. Ellory St. - concerned about the condition of the guardrails on 2nd Street
between Clymer and Ellory is going to be repaired? So one is going to go off the road.

Tom Pell, 590 N. Oceana St. - the most neglected street in the village. [ have no water, sewer or
fire hydrant and no streetlight. But what I have is gravel and dust. [ have been complaining for
23 years. My road in the winter is ice. In the spring it is mud. You have money for everything
else. When you update the street, it changes the value of the whole village. | cannot park my car
outside. How about paving my street.

Crystal Babbot, 4413 West Hammett Rd. - back to the sign in Pentwater. I received 143
comments on the social media page. Take the time to read them. Some of the comments are:
Getrid of it, stupid, distracts the view of the lake and is not needed, awful, needs to go, what
were the thinking, how did it get there, how did it get approved, looks like Culvers sign, stopped
in last week and not a fan, it takes away from the area, sounds bossy. Please take the time to
review the comments. What is the point of the Art Council having policy if they do not follow
their own rules. How about we just re-located it.
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Chris Conroy, 560 S Hancock St. - Commend Kate on the new pictures on the website. They are
phenomenal. It makes the village look great. I also wanted to acknowledge the passing of Paul
MacDonald, a dear neighbor, DDA Board member and a great supporter of Pentwater. The Start
of Summer Party | hope we continue. It was passed as a joint effort between the DDA and
Service Club. The people that came out really enjoyed it. I apologize for the Master Plan
printing. There was a glitch, and we will have the updates completed tomorrow. [ am concerned
about the cost of the pickleball courts. As Chris mentioned we have been at this for four years
and I recall funds being put back for pickleball. The playground equipment was paid for mostly
with grants. Working with firms like that you cannot make your reservation in the same year
that you want the work done. I am concerned that we waited too long. Chris shared a picture of
what you see from the Village Green Gazebo.

Dan Hooker 5866 6t St. - When discussion comes up regarding Resolutions can you give us 2 or
3 sentences regarding the abbreviations. Transparency is important. Some of the items
discussed I did not know what they were. If you want to encourage something you need to
promote it. In reference to the golf carts please consider some short-term parking solutions for
the golf carts. If we designate a place for the golf carts, [ know people will use them. Thank you
for the job you are doing, [ know it’s not easy.

Kate Anderson, Zoning Official - 1had a working photo date with John Chickering the village
website designer. We could not have asked for a better spring day. He has taken many new
photos of the village. Please look at the website to view the wonderful pictures. He did an
exceptional job.

XV. COUNCIL COMMENTS:
Trustee Jared Griffis - Is there a contract that prevents removal of the sign? | appreciate the
comment regarding the kings’ clothes. Sometimes we are afraid to talk about issues that we
need to address.

Trustee Don Palmer - 1 apologize for the speaking out of turn earlier. The Start of Summer
Party, started in 1996. It is a long-standing tradition, and we will continue the party.

President Jeff Hodges - we hope that we can continue to hold the event.

XVI. CLOSED SESSION
None.

XVII. ADJOURNMENT
President Jeff Hodges adjourned the meeting 7:41 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Rande Listerman, MiCPT, CPFA, CPFIM, MiPMC Date
Clerk/Treasurer
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